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 ▲  
CAMP class of 2015 pictured with Larry Meyers during 2015 CAMP Enrichment/Orienta-
tion.

CAMP Connections

Alumni can make a difference by 
playing a vital role at their alma 
mater.  It is alumni that make it 

possible to provide scholarships, profes-
sional networks, and support for students 
and graduates alike.  They take on the 
roles of recruiter, mentor, and leader to 
name a few, positively impacting the uni-
versity with their time and talents.  St. Ed-
ward’s University alumni gladly take on 
these roles because of their strong lifetime 
connection and love for the hilltop.  The 
mission of St. Edward’s recognizes that 
learning is a lifelong process.  Who bet-
ter to learn from than its alumni who can 
share their stories and experiences with 
students?

Maintaining the connection between 
alumni and current students is a chal-
lenge that can lead to interesting op-
portunities.  One such opportunity pre-
sented itself to Mr. Larry Meyers, a 
graduate of  St. Edward’s.  While a student at 

St. Edward’s, Larry found himself con-
necting with the College Assistance Mi-
grant Program (CAMP) students.  Both 
he and the CAMP students were far from 
home and they formed a bond that remains 
with him to this day.  So when he was in-
vited to return to the Hilltop and partici-
pated in the 2015 CAMP Enrichment/Ori-
entation, he accepted without hesitation.  
Soon Larry found himself leaving New 
York for Texas.

August 2015 would see the hilltop 
welcome its 43rd CAMP freshman class. 
Despite it being years since Larry had met 
any CAMP students, he instantly felt a 
connection.  He joined the CAMP staff in 
welcoming the incoming freshmen CAMP 
class, and participated in the “Platicas” 
with the CAMP students and their fami-
lies.

During the team building weekend 
held at the John Newcombe Tennis Ranch, 
Larry engaged the students in conversa-

tion and encouraged them as they par-
ticipated in the Ropes Course activities.  
While he did not climb and jump off the 
poles like the students did, he served as 
a fabulous cheerleader.  By the end of the 
weekend, Larry had endeared himself to 
the students.  His sense of humor and his 
wonderful stories of his time on the hilltop 
made him an instant hit. 

Although his time at St. Edward’s was 
short, Larry’s dedication to his alma ma-
ter and CAMP was apparent. His presence 
at Enrichment/Orientation connected to-
day’s CAMP students with a bit of their 
past.  We are looking forward to seeing 
him again in August when he returns for 
another CAMP Enrichment/Orientation 
weekend.

Larry Meyers grew up in Michigan and 
graduated from St. Joseph’s High School 
in South Bend.   He attended Indiana Uni-
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By Sarahi Enriquez, CAMP ’15
My Spring Break in ATX

 ▲  
L to R:  Isabel Martinez, CAMP ’15 sits at her volunteer post; First Lady Michelle Obama’s SXSW Keynote speech; and Sarahi En-
riquez, CAMP ’15, Isabel Martinez, CAMP ’15, Patricia Valle, CAMP ’15 enjoy their SXSW photo opportunity on the red carpet.

As a College Assistance Migrant 
Program (CAMP) scholar at 
St. Edward’s University, I prom-

ised myself to take advantage of all oppor-
tunities open to me as a college student.  I 
had no idea what shape these opportuni-
ties would take.  In my second semester 
of college, classmates began asking me 
about my spring break plans.   Spring 
Break?  Suddenly, I was faced with a 
decision.  What was I supposed to  do?

For most college students spring 
break is a time for relaxation and free-
dom from academic obligations. Oth-
ers though, choose to take advantage of 
the week off to find adventure and chal-
lenge themselves.  My options were var-
ied.  Like other colleges St. Edward’s of-
fered its students alternatives to the more 
traditional activities such as Alternative 
Spring Break service experiences, In-
ternational Immersion Experiences, and 
Spring Break Semester Programs abroad.  

After much thought, I chose to take 
advantage of the fact I was in Austin, 
Texas.  So I volunteered for South by 
Southwest (SXSW.)  Each year in mid-
March, Austin hosts this annual set of 
film, interactive media, music festivals 
and conferences that run for two weeks.  
SXSW offers attendees the chance to be 
a part of a unique event that fosters cre-
ative and professional opportunities.  As 
a music lover, this opportunity was per-
fect for me. I wondered what other ben-

efits I would gain from this adventure.  
SXSW counts on volunteers, thus 

making it a perfect opportunity for college 
students. Once I had decided to volun-
teer, I  figured that this experience would 
be more fun if I could convince others to 
join me.  I managed to convince two of 
my fellow CAMPers - Isabel Martinez, 
CAMP ’15 and Patricia Valle, CAMP 
’15 –to volunteer. We had no idea what 
to expect from this experience beyond 
the advertised perks, including a music 
badge.  After attending several meet-
ings prior to the festival, we were all 
assigned to the Conference All Access 
Crew.  Our main duties would consist of 
answering general questions, directing 
attendees to session rooms, and ensur-
ing that attendees had the correct badge.

Being a part of the Crew placed us at 
the Austin Convention Center - right  in 
the middle of  all the action where we saw 
celebrities such as Sarah Paulson from 
American Horror Story, Tyler Hoechlin 
from Teen Wolf, and Abigail Savage from 
Orange is the New Black to name a few.  
We found ourselves representing Austin 
and by the end of the week, our com-
munication skills had vastly improved. 

The unexpected highlight of our vol-
unteering experience was being able to at-
tend the keynote speech for SXSW given 
by First Lady Michelle Obama.  This was 
the first time that a sitting First Lady had 
ever participated in the event.  The First 

Lady’s speech focused on the Let Girls 
Learn Initiative – which aims to break 
barriers for the 62 million girls around the 
world who are not in school today.  She 
shared the stage with Missy Elliot, Diane 
Warren, Sophia Bush and Queen Latifah 
who served as moderator.  We left the key-
note speech having learned from the First 
Lady that you do not have to be presi-
dent of the United States to bring change 
to the world or help someone in need.

With our hard earned music badges, 
we had access to see band performances 
for the remainder of the festival, and 
were able to attend the MTV Wood-
ies Award Show.  “No matter how many 
times I complain about walking around 
St. Edward’s it didn’t compare to the 
amount of walking I did during that en-
tire week of SXSW.  But it was worth 
it.” said Isabel Martinez, CAMP ’15. 

My first college spring break became 
a week of “firsts.” By nature an intro-
vert, I found myself stepping out of my 
comfort zone and improving my people 
skills.  I saw people from around the 
world coming together to share ideas 
and was privileged to hear the First 
Lady of the United States speak.   What 
started off as a way to enjoy some music 
turned into more than I had anticipated.  
I learned that choosing the “alternative” 
spring break experience has its benefits. 
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I Love My Ears
By Myrka Moreno, CAMP ’15

When Theila Galvan was ten years old she was referred 
to a local Edinburg, Texas doctor after failing her 
school’s annual hearing exam.  Theila remembers 

with sadness when the doctor informed her family that she had 
an unknown disease and that she could “travel the world” and 
never find a cure. The news devastated her family, who pursued 
other second opinions in hopes of finding out what was wrong 
with their daughter.  Finally, after visiting a local healer, the 
family was told that their daughter was fine and had no disease.  
The Galvan family was still unsure what to believe.  Look-
ing at their ten year old little girl, she seemed completely fine.  
Although Theila continued to fail her school’s annual hearing 
exam year after year, her parents did not want to take her to 
another doctor and traumatize her once again.

As the years passed, Theila adapted to her hearing problem 
and found ways to function and succeed.  She learned to read 
lips, pay attention to visual cues, laugh when others around her 
laughed, and became a pro at pretending she understood every-
thing being said to her and would fill in the blanks.  This became 
her world and she accepted it as reality.  Until she arrived at 
St. Edward’s University for her first semester of college, she did 
not realize there was another option.

Galvan’s family of five are migrant farmworkers and work 
in the potato fields of Missouri and beet fields of North Dako-
ta.  Theila did not see herself ever leaving the South Texas Rio 
Grande Valley.  She assumed that she would continue to work 
summers in the fields, graduate from high school and pursue a 
two-year degree from a local college.  This all changed thanks 
to her high school migrant counselor who encouraged her to 
apply for the College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP) at 
St. Edward’s University in Austin, Texas.

When Theila received her acceptance packet from St. Edward’s, she was hesitant to accept the offer.  She could not believe it was 
real.  To have the opportunity of attending a four-year college outside of the Rio Grande Valley seemed foreign to her.  Her parents were 
happy but concerned about the prospect of their eldest daughter leaving their comfortable home where everything was familiar. In their 
own way, they wanted to continue to shelter her and make sure that she was not traumatized ever again.  Despite their worries, they knew 
they would never deny their child the chance of receiving a higher education and a full tuition scholarship.

That August, Theila found herself taking the first step in the next chapter of her life - college.  She was prepared to put in the hard 
work and take on the world of St. Edward’s University. What she was not prepared for was how much her life was about to change.

As a CAMP scholar, Theila received a vision and hearing examination during orientation—a flashback to elementary school when 
she originally  failed the hearing exam.  She was told by the Nurse Practitioner that her results would need to be reported to the CAMP 
Director, Esther Q. Yacono.  Theila became terrified.  Past experience had taught her this was not good and she began to fear what was 
wrong with her.  For years, she had managed to forget that initial doctor’s diagnosis of a “disease” yet with one exam it all came flooding 
back to the surface.  What would happen to her?  She wondered.

After speaking with the CAMP director, an appointment was made for her with an audiologist in Austin for a more thorough hearing 
examination.  During this visit, Theila learned for the first time that she had a 40% hearing loss in both her ears.  The news broke her.  
As the confirmation of her hearing loss began to sink in, she felt awful and devastated.  Finally, she began to put the pieces together 
about things that never made sense to her.  For most of her life Theila considered herself “dumb” and an “airhead.”  Could it be that her 
hearing loss had simply prevented her from really understanding what was going on around her?  Suddenly, she noticed that the doctor 
was speaking to her about hearing aids.  Hearing aids?  The doctor explained that her hearing loss could not be corrected with surgery, 
but that hearing aids would help improve her hearing. Breaking the news and explaining to her family that she needed to see a doctor 
about her hearing was hard.  Yet, she explained to them that maybe this time it would be different.  

continued on page 10
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By Darren Garcia, CAMP ’15

A Remar

continued on page 9

Four days a week, I wake up at 5 
a.m. and by 6 a.m. I am gliding 
across Lady Bird Lake in a car-

bon fiber boat powered by me and three 
other rowers.  This was not something I 
ever imagined myself doing.  How I came 
to be a member of the St. Edward’s Uni-
versity Rowing Club is just one aspect 
of my journey that began the day I ac-
cepted the College Assistance Migrant 
Program (CAMP) scholarship to attend 
St. Edward’s University in Austin, Texas.

I have always been a fairly active per-
son.  In high school I was a member of our 
school’s swim team and participated in lo-
cal 5k races.  Being active is simply a part 
of who I am.   When I began my freshman 
year of college, I was determined to look 
for ways to remain active. It was impor-
tant to me. My initial plan was to join the 
university’s club swim team.  After all, I 
had been on my high school’s swim team.  
It seemed a natural choice.  As I looked 
up information on the group through the 
university’s Campus Recreation facebook 
page, I stumbled across the St. Edward’s 
Rowing Club.  With each video and photo 
I saw, I became increasingly excited at 
the prospect of being a part of this team.  
Suddenly I found myself with a decision 

to make - swim team or rowing team?
Each semester, the university hosts 

an Involvement Fair for students to learn 
about all the organizations and clubs on 
campus.  I can remember making a bee-
line to the SEU’s Rowing Club’s table.  
I signed up for their information session 
and found myself sitting with fifteen other 
interested students.  As I learned about the 
group, which was founded in 2006 and 
competes against other collegiate club 
teams, I began to second guess myself 
and my abilities. What was I thinking?  
Do I really want to do this?  What do I 

know about being on a “rowing team”?  
Despite my doubts, I sat through the in-
formation session and signed up to at-
tend the first practice of the fall semester. 

Next thing I knew, I found myself at-
tending my first rowing practice held at 
the Waller Creek Boathouse located on 
Lady Bird Lake.  St. Edward’s is fortunate 
to have a partnership with Waller Creek 
Boathouse to store the group’s two rac-
ing shells named “Sclafani” and “Arette.”  
The facility also provides the team with a 
training area and access to much needed 
equipment.  Along with the other new 
team members, called “novices,” which 
had dwindled down to ten, I found my-
self taking my first step into the world 
of rowing.  That first practice was dedi-
cated to learning rowing techniques and 
the fundamentals of the indoor ergometer 
rowing machine – called erg for short.  I 
returned to my dorm later that day feel-
ing great physically and mentally, but 
by the following morning the soreness 
kicked in.  I was having trouble walk-
ing, yet I pushed through and made it to 
the second day of practice.  I was proud 
of the fact that I had made it this far.  By 
the second practice only four “novice” 
members remained - myself included.   

On the second day of practice we were 
able to take a boat out onto Lady Bird 
Lake.  My excitement at the opportunity to 
row an actual racing shell on the lake was 
impossible to conceal.  This was a dream 
come true for me.  Along with the other 
novices, we launched a wide eight-person 
boat known as “the barge.”  The barge is 

 ▲  
L to R:  Darren Garcia, CAMP ’15 poses with varsity teammates Mark Studer ’16; 
Kevin Obkirchner ’16; Adrian Duran ’16; John K. Beasley ’16, Dylan Stonecipher ’17; 
and Garrett Martin ’17.
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CAMPers in Action
Representing what CAMP ’15 scholars have accomplished their freshman year. . . 
whether at a march or a fun competition, CAMPers have represented St. Edward’s University and 
their class with gusto. They have proudly answered all calls to volunteer, proving that CAMPers 
can make a significant contribution to the campus community.  Through commu-
nity service and cultural events, CAMPers have seized the opportunity to be involved without any 
limits while promoting themes of service and social justice.

Step Out Walk to Stop Diabetes
November 14, 2015
St. Edward’s University CAMP students took part in the American Diabetes As-
sociation’s annual Step Out Walk to Stop Diabetes.  The 2 mile walk is dedicated 
to raising money for diabetes education and increased awareness. This year, 30 
CAMPers showed their support by participating in the walk and raising money 
for diabetes programming.

National Farmworker 
Awareness Week 

March 29-31, 2016
The Bon Appétit Management Company and CAMP celebrated National Farmworker Aware-
ness Week at St. Edward’s by holding a screening and panel discussion of East of Salinas film. 
Students had the opportunity to learn about farm labor conditions from St. Edward’s CAMP 
students Edith Valle, CAMP ’12, Isabel Martinez, CAMP ’15, and Gerardo Silguero, CAMP 
’12. Amanda Wareham, Midwest Fellow for the Bon Appétit Management Company also 
shared how Bon Appétit partners with farmworkers to effect change, and how they could 
become involved in farmworker issues.  Students also had the chance to take a tour of Agua 
Dulce Urban Farms to learn about the history of Agua Dulce, learn where some of the local 
fish and vegetables come from, and have the chance to meet some of the local farmers.

Spring 2016
Hilltop Bridge Alliance

In partnership with the Austin Independent School District and the administrators at the 
International High School - a school that looks to the education of minorities, refugees, 
asylum seekers, but most importantly English learners - the Hilltop Bridge Alliance devel-
oped a program called “The Hilltop Mentor Program Alliance”. This  new organization 
consisted of 10 CAMP students who were proficient in the Spanish language. Mentors 
were assigned one student from the International High School for the duration of the 
spring semester and met every two weeks. The program focuses on  providing social and 
character building exercises for students who come from a different backgrounds and ex-
periences.  Eventually, the program will be extended to provide mentors throughout the 
school year. 
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Many of their parents, like mine, 
worked humble jobs.  The dedication they 
had toward their children’s education was 
clear from the start. Often, parents would 
use their work breaks to pick up their child 
from school and drop them off to attend 
tutoring.  During tutoring they would run 
errands, then return to pick up their chil-
dren, drop them off at soccer practice, and 
return to work. One day, a parent came 
to pick up his child and the library clerk 
asked him a question in English.  The par-
ent’s face flushed red in embarrassment as 
he looked over to his daughter who slowly, 
but effectively translated the clerk’s ques-
tion.  I was taken back to my childhood 
when I would translate for my parents.  I 
still translate for my parents when I return 
home from college.

Although my class only required five 
hours of volunteering, I did not want to 
stop tutoring my students. I had grown 
to enjoy interacting with them and knew 
them, not just as their tutor, but as a men-
tor and a friend. I felt a commitment to 
continue, so I did.  My volunteering did 
finally come to an end as I finished my 
spring semester.  While difficult for me to 
say goodbye to my students, I knew that 
they were in good hands with the VIC-
TORY Tutoring Program staff. 

There is no feeling that for me com-
pares to the gratification that came from 
helping others. Being a VICTORY tutor 
was a rewarding experience and it helped 
me to rediscover a part of myself.  I found 
my inner strength, my motive, and my 
passion as an educator and as a new mem-
ber of the Austin community. In addition 
to the appreciation and respect I have for 
my own education at St. Edward’s, I also 
have developed a different understanding 
of what education means.  I am driven now 
more than ever to continue down this path 
of connecting with my new community in 
Austin.  I plan to take full advantage of 
the great opportunities for volunteering 
that both St. Edward’s and Austin provide.

By Bianca Esquivel,   CAMP ’15
The Importance of Giving

Transition can be a challenge.  Tran-
sitioning from a small town high-
school girl to a college freshman in 

a large urban city is daunting.  As I left 
my hometown of Mission, Texas to start 
my first year of college I tried not to be 
too intimidated.  I was fortunate that as 
a College Assistance Migrant Program 
(CAMP) scholar at St. Edward’s Univer-
sity I was welcomed into a wonderfully 
supportive campus community. 

By my second semester of college, 
I had made friends amongst my fellow 
CAMPers and begun to settle in on cam-
pus.  In my spring semester, I enrolled in 
Education 1330 – Schooling, Education 
and Society.  One of the requirements of 
this class was to gain field experience in 
a learning environment within the Austin 
community.

The professor gave the class a list of 
volunteer locations to contact, which 
included S.E.R.V.E Austin. S.E.R.V.E 
Austin - which stands for St. Edward’s, 
Reflect, Volunteer Engage - is a service 
program that promotes serving the com-
munity, understanding social justice issues 
and building relationships.  Coordinated 
by the Office of Community Engagement 
and Campus Ministry, it provides St. Ed-
ward’s students assistance in locating lo-
cal organizations needing volunteers.  Part 
of the St. Edward’s mission statement 
reads that “Students are helped to under-
stand themselves, clarify their personal 
values and recognize their responsibility 
to the world community.”

Before entering college, I was active in 

both my school and church’s community 
service projects.  My parents instilled in 
me the importance of helping your neigh-
bors and those in need.  Most weekends, I 
was out planting trees, selling boxes of the 
The World’s Finest Chocolates, or sweep-
ing my church’s floors.  I considered com-
munity service a significant part of my 
life.  Community service was something 
I thought everyone felt was an important 
and necessary part of life.

When my class provided me with the 
opportunity to get back into commu-
nity service, I was excited.  I found my-
self placed with the VICTORY  Tutoring 
Program through S.E.R.V.E Austin.  The 
program offers free tutoring to students 
in grades 1-12 at designated branches of 
the Austin Public Library.  Students are 
matched with a volunteer tutor from the 
greater Austin Community and meet for 
weekly sessions.

This is how I found myself commut-
ing with a group of St. Edward’s students 
every Wednesday to the Twin Oaks Public 
Library.  I was told I would be paired with 
three students, none beyond the fourth 
grade, and two of whom only spoke Span-
ish. I would be helping them with home-
work, reading proficiency, critical think-
ing, English speaking skills, and other 
study skills.  I admit, I was terrified.   I 
had never worked as a tutor with students 
so young.  I feared I would be horrible as 
a tutor and be doing a disservice to the 
students and my community.  Nonethe-
less, my first day working as a tutor turned 
out to be a incredible experience.  I tutored 
three girls, all from different schools, all 
Hispanic. 

As soon as I sat down with them, ev-
erything became clear in my head and 
the teaching and communicating process 
flowed naturally. I got to know these 
three girls, their stories and passions and 
dreams.  I could not help but see myself in 
them. They were so full of ambition and 
enthusiasm for learning that I found my-
self feeling positive about the world. Over 
the next few weeks, I learned about their 
lives at home and found that my upbring-
ing was much like theirs. This made our 
connection as mentor and mentee even 
stronger.

For information on the 
VICTORY Tutorial Program visit 
https://www.austinisd.org/victory-
tutorial
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From Farmworker to 
Farmworker Advocate

By Yesenia Bustos, CAMP ’10

Alumni Voices

I always knew that college was part of the plan, but the end goal was 
never as clear.  Without goals I felt that everything I did required a 
leap of faith; it required taking risks. 

Risk #1 – Writing Capstone
Capstone. One word that brings any St. Edward’s University stu-

dent/alumni stress and anxiety. It’s the one course at St. Edward’s 
that you will either hate, or dare I say, love. Capstone is an upper-
division course in which students demonstrate and hone all the 
skills that they have learned throughout their St. Edward’s careers, 
including library and field research, writing, oral presentation, criti-
cal thinking, and moral reasoning. The Capstone course is grounded 
in the university’s mission statement and seeks to prepare students 
to handle the challenges that they will face in the complex world of 
the 21st century.  The project requires students to choose a current 
social controversy; thoroughly research all aspects of it; analyze 
their research and propose a solution; communicate that solution 
both orally and in writing; and finally perform a civic engagement 
activity that supports their position.  Faculty give students instruc-

tion in how to complete the semester-long Capstone project, as well as providing individual guidance throughout the semester.
It is my senior year at St. Edward’s and I am sitting in front of a computer in Moody Hall Building working on my capstone proposal. 

Feeling stressed out, overwhelmed, and slightly frustrated, I have spent hours researching and have come up empty handed. Esther Q. 
Yacono, CAMP Director, walks by and I share my frustrations and explain how I might change my topic. She tells me that my topic 
is something I have experienced first hand and is something I know to be true. Her words help me stay determined. My Capstone the-
sis paper focused on Child Labor in Agriculture: Loopholes in the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA.) I would spend my fall semester 
researching various campaigns on farmworker rights, learning more about the Farmworker Advocacy Network (FAN), Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) reports, and Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard. Little did I know that in less than two years I would not only meet all of these 
proponents, but I would be collaborating with them as well. 

Risk #2 – Welcome to the South! 
Fast-forward to my final semester at St. Edward’s, three months before graduation and I still was not sure of my end goal. I learned 

from the College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP) staff about the Student Action with Farmworkers (SAF) : Into the Fields (ITF) 
internship.  At the time I’m thinking this is a great opportunity to buy myself more time before figuring out what I want to do after col-
lege. It’s a month until graduation and I have a decision to make. I either accept the SAF internship or travel with my parents to Michigan 
to work in the blueberry fields. It seems like a no brainer now, but at the time both decisions had their own risks. Ultimately I accept the 
internship, making it the first year since I was nine-years-old that I would not be working in the fields. 

Summer of 2014 marked a lot of firsts for me. It was the first time I had ever traveled outside of Texas alone, flown in a plane, and 
lived somewhere different without knowing anyone. That summer was hands down life changing. SAF placed me at RTI International 
- a non-profit organization headquartered in North Carolina that provides research and technical services - to work on labor trafficking 
among migrant farmworkers. I spent the summer traveling throughout the state enumerating nearly 100 counties. SAF introduced me to 
the numerous injustices that farmworkers face in the Southeast and ways that we can advocate for them. That summer I attended a rally 
with the Farm Labor Organizing Committee (FLOC), spoke about the plight of the farmworker to journalists, and conducted theater 
outreach with other SAFistas (SAF Interns) to farmworker labor camps. 

 ▲  
Yesenia Bustos, CAMP ’10 in the cotton fields of eastern North 
Carolina
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 ▲  
L to R:  Yesenia and Dr. Greg Kearney, Asst. Prof. at East Carolina Univ. Brody School of Medicine load donated health kits for farm-
workers; Marching in support of workers on Memorial Day in Raleigh, NC; Enjoying the scenic mountains of Western North Carolina.

Yesenia Bustos, CAMP ’10 graduated from
St. Edward’s University with a BA in Global Stud-
ies in May 2014.  She is currently employed as the 
Lead Coordinator with NC Field, Inc. located in 
Kinston, North Carolina.  

profit management experience, or knowl-
edge on nonprofit boards. But I had per-
sonal experience on farmworker issues, 
passion, and so much energy to make a 
difference. NC FIELD, Inc. is a 501(C)3 
non-profit organization based in Kinston, 
NC that serves as an advocate for farm-
workers. NC FIELD, Inc. utilizes grass 
roots organizing principles to teach lead-
ership, promote education, and facilitate 
opportunities in order to improve the qual-
ity of life for farmworkers. Poder Juvenil 
Campesino (PJC) our farmworker youth 
council, has come to embody our mission 
and vision by advocating for farmwork-
ers. PJC stands for “Rural Youth Power” 
and consists of a group of young men and 
women farmworkers who are changing 
their community.

Capstone during college was no joke. 
It required time management, organiza-
tional skills, writing skills, and determi-
nation. But living Capstone in real life is 
a whole other ball game. During my time 
with NC FIELD, Inc. I have met a lot of 
my proponents from my Capstone paper. I 
am currently a member of the Farmworker 
Advocacy Network (FAN) a coalition of 
farmworker advocates. I cited several Hu-
man Rights Watch (HRW) reports on my 
capstone thesis, but in one month at NC 
FIELD, Inc. I collaborated with HRW on 
their follow up report of youth working in 
tobacco fields. In December 2015, I ac-
companied one of our PJC youth mem-
bers to Washington DC to speak on youth 
working in tobacco and found myself feet 
away from Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard! 

Risk #5: The One that Started It All
My most eye-opening, life changing 

experience has been working directly with 
farmworker youth. Through NC FIELD, 

Be Careful What You Wish For
I am in Mebane, NC at our mid-retreat 

when a fellow SAFista tells me I should 
stay in North Carolina. I jokingly tell him, 
“find me a job and I’ll stay”, unaware that 
the SAF staff is listening in. SAF’s ITF 
Director, Laxmi Hayes, tells me that the 
Farmworker Unit of Legal Aid of North 
Carolina is hiring and that she will con-
nect me with the managing attorney. In 
less than a month I find myself in Boone, 
NC trying to explain to my family over 
the phone that I have been offered the 
Outreach Paralegal position at the Farm-
worker Unit at Legal Aid of North Caro-
lina (FWU).

Risk #3 – Working at a Law Office: It’s 
Not Like In TV Shows! 

It is the fall of 2014, I have been out 
of college for less than a year. I am in 
complete awe that I not only have a full-
time position with salary and benefits but 
also that I have my own business cards! 
I would spend the next few months with 
the FWU advocating for farmworker 
rights. During my time there I presented 
at the National Farmworker Law Confer-
ence, assisted attorneys on farmworker 
cases, conducted outreach to farmworker 
labor camps and increased awareness of 
the plight of the farmworker. The work of 
the FWU is truly admirable.  They risk so 
much and dedicate a lot of resources and 
energy towards informing farmworkers 
about their rights. However, I felt that I 
wanted to do so much more. 

Risk #4 – Living Capstone IRL 
In July 2015, NC FIELD, Inc. took a 

chance and hired me as their first full-time 
staff lead coordinator. At the time I did not 
have many fundraising skills, any non-

Inc. I have developed and implemented 
a pilot program to provide youth with 
the resources to pursue educational and 
economic opportunities. This program in-
cludes college visits, educational events, 
and monthly workshops to promote lead-
ership, public speaking, organizational, 
and team-building skills. 

From being the only staff to coordinate 
and implement activities, to seeing what 
many youth experience and knowing there 
is only so much you can do, this work is 
physically and emotionally difficult. These 
are youth who have worked in the fields 
but are so much more than just farmwork-
er youth. They are youth who have dreams 
and goals, challenges and obstacles, but 
they also have me. As you can see I have 
taken several risks, it has not been easy 
living more than 1,000 miles away from 
family and friends. When I think about 
how much positive change and support I 
can give these youths through NC FIELD, 
Inc., it makes me feel hopeful.

I have taken many risks: accepting 
NC FIELD’s position as the first and only 
staff, moving to North Carolina, accept-
ing SAF’s internship, but the biggest one 
was taken at 17-years old. I was a senior 
in high school, I had just received my ac-
ceptance package from St. Edwards Uni-
versity.  If not for the advice of my older 
sister who had attended St. Edward’s and 
the encouragement of my high school mi-
grant counselor, Mr. Roel Tovar, I do not 
know if I would have taken that first step.  
What I do know is that the impact we are 
able to have on the world around us is only 
limited by our willingness to take risks.
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 ▲  
L to R:  Darren Garcia, CAMP ’15, and Dylan Stonecipher ’17, race in the Heart of Texas Regatta; Darren pictured with his family at 
the SEU Rowing Club’s Open House at the Waller Creek Boathouse during St. Edward’s University’s Homecoming Family Weekend.

continued from page 4

The team travelled 16 hours to the 
beautiful city of Chattanooga, TN where 
the regatta was being hosted. Pristine wa-
ter and rolling mist covered mountains 
greeted us as we joined other collegiate 
club teams for the second biggest regatta  
held in the country. Race day approached 
with pouring rain and colder weather than 
I was used to. Nevertheless, we launched 
off the dock and positioned our racing 
shell for the start of the race. After a six ki-
lometer warm up, we began our transition 
to the fast paced race speed and we were 
off.  Six kilometers later we had finished 
and left all our efforts on the water. I was 

exhausted, but it was the best experience 
ever. I had gone from hesitant “novice” to 
varsity racer in one semester.

I can no longer picture myself not be-
ing a part of the SEU Rowing Club.  As 
the spring semester began, I was excited at 
being able to share my newfound activity 
with my family.  Each February, St. Ed-
ward’s hosts its annual Homecoming and 
Family Weekend.  As part of the event, 
the SEU Rowing Club hosted an Open 
House at the Waller Creek Boathouse.  
Since I joined the team, I had been try-
ing to explain to my family what rowing 

the first boat novice team members are in-
troduced to learn the principals of rowing.  
As the weeks passed, the number of nov-
ice members began to dwindle.  Soon the 
small group of remaining novices graduat-
ed from the barge to an actual racing shell 
used in competitions.  The feeling of being 
able to all row in unison is like no other.  
Despite the hard early morning workouts, 
I was hooked!

As the weeks flew by, my technique 
improved. We trained hard leading up to 
the Pumpkin Head Regatta to take place in 
Austin in October.  I found myself facing 
my first official race. I was scheduled to 
race in three different racing shell teams 
due to a unique set of circumstances.  
Two of them were strictly novice boats, 
but the other was a light weight varsity 
boat that holds four rowers and one cox-
swain.  All rowers must be under 160lbs 
in order to compete in this category.  I 
was the only other team member in the 
novice boats who fell into the weight 
category.  Suddenly, I was moved from 
“novice” to varsity status.

Then the unimaginable happened, mas-
sive rains and major flooding cancelled 
the entire regatta. Completely disappoint-
ed, it seemed my first chance to race for 
the semester had passed me by.  Despite 
not racing, the team went ahead with its 
traditional crew dinner.  As we mixed and 
mingled the coach, Marty Zuehike, ap-
proached me and asked if I was ready to 
go to Tennessee. I knew that the varsity 
teams would be heading out to Tennes-
see for the Head of the Hooch Regatta in 
November, but I was not expecting to go.  
What was I in for now?

was.  Being from the small border town of 
Rio Grande City, Texas where high school 
football, baseball, and track dominate, I 
was hopeful that the Open House would 
give my family a better understanding of 
what I was doing.

During their visit, my grandmother, 
mother, and brother were able to try out 
the ERG machines and get in a racing 
shell for a ride on Lady Bird Lake.  As we 
were gliding across the lake, the coxswain 
began yelling “row.”  My grandmother  
who only speaks Spanish turned to me 
asked, “Que?”  I realized I didn’t know the 
Spanish word for row and had to look it up 

on my cell phone.  “Remar, abuelita.  La 
palabra es remar.  Row, grandmother.  
The word is row,” I said.  She smiled 
and sat back to enjoy the ride. By the 
end of their visit, my family understood 
my fascination with rowing and were 
excited  at the prospect of attending my 
future races.

For me, rowing has become more 
than a way for me to stay active.  The 
routine, competitiveness, and camara-

derie are only a few of the benefits.  Being 
a member of the team has helped me ad-
just to both Austin and my new life at St. 
Edward’s.  I have become a more focused 
individual who knows the importance of 
planning my day.  Ultimately, I am at col-
lege to earn my degree.  I know that I have 
to do well in school in order to be able to 
continue rowing for St. Edward’s.  Life’s 
journey is filled with choices.  Little did I 
know that by choosing to attend a univer-
sity on a hilltop, I would also find myself 
gliding across a lake.

“I can no longer picture 
myself not being a part of 
the SEU Rowing Club. ”
  ~ Darren Garcia, CAMP ’15
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continued from page 3

That afternoon, she was fitted with her 
first set of hearing aids. The doctor placed 
a temporary set of hearing aids in her ears 
and stood behind her in order to see if 
Theila could understand her without de-
faulting to her coping strategies. The doc-
tor began to explain how they would func-
tion, Theila heard for the first time in her 
life the “simple sounds” most humans take 
for granted.  The hum of the light fixtures 
and air conditioner, the noise of traffic in 
the background. To Theila’s disbelief, she 
could hear the doctor. She could under-
stand what was being said to her without 
the need to read the doctor’s lips.  Having 
Ms. Esther there was comforting and both 
Theila and Esther began to make noises to 
see if she could hear them. She distinctly 
remembers hearing the sound of Esther’s 
shoes rub together, they made so much 
noise. Theila then shook a fake tree, a 
sound that was normally too subtle for her 
to take in, and was surprised at her new 
ability to hear even the quietest of sounds. 
By this time she was crying tears of joy. 
It felt good to have hope in the face of 
the darkness she had 
felt since that day 
she had received her 
original diagnosis at 
age ten.  She felt she 
was exiting a cave, 
and was excited to 
be in the light. 

Returning to 
school, she went 
straight to her residence hall to see her 
friends: Samantha and Mariana. They 
were waiting to hear from her and were 
excited to get the good news.  What fol-
lowed was similar to what happened at 
the doctor’s office, they made tiny noises 
to test how well she could hear; it was all 
so funny. They began to whisper to each 
other, allowing Theila to really test out the 
hearing aid’s potential—she could hear 
every single word.  She realized that this 
was just the beginning of a whole new ad-
venture.

Theila has now enjoyed her hearing 
aids for seven months. She originally got 
fitted for hearing aids that could blend and 
be the same color as her glasses and her 
hair but things have changed and she’s 
now thinking of getting the next set in a 
flashy hot pink color.  Initially, she was 
ashamed of her hearing aids and did her 
best to hide them from view.  She thought 

if people knew she had hearing aids 
that they would treat her different-
ly.  The only people who knew she 
was wearing hearing aids were her 
family, CAMP staff and a few close 
classmates.

Slowly a new world began to 
open up to her.  She no longer had 
to look directly at people when they 
spoke to understand them or to read 
their lips.  She noticed she no lon-
ger needed to ask for as much help 
in her classes. She could finally un-
derstand an entire lecture, instead 
of having to piece together what 
she could make out. This new sense 
of confidence in the classroom then 
spilled over to her social life. She 
began to meet and speak with more 
people without the worry that she 
wouldn’t understand them. With the 
help of her friends and family, she began 
to see the positive side of wearing the 
hearing aids and became more confident 
with each passing day.  “My friends did 
not treat me differently once I told them 

I was wearing hearing aids.  I knew I had 
nothing to be afraid of,” says Galvan.

One perk Theila takes advantage of 
while wearing her new “ears” is being 
able to turn them off when doing home-
work or needing to focus. She’s still mak-
ing the transition of using her ears on a 
regular basis and has been known to forget 
them. Sometimes she doesn’t notice until 
a friend, like Samantha, yells, “Theila, 
you forgot your hearing aid again!”  Oddly 
enough she finds she doesn’t need to wear 
them when she is with her family.  Their 
natural voices have always been at a high 
enough volume to not require the use of 
her hearing aids. 

Going home with her hearing aids for 
the first time was nerve wracking.  No 
one asked about them, no one seemed to 
want to talk about it.  It wasn’t until Thei-
la asked her grandfather if he wanted to 
see her “ears.”  He asked if he could try 

“My friends did not treat me 
differently . . . I had nothing to 
be afraid of ”
  ~ Theila Galva, CAMP ’15

them on and after getting to experience the 
change in his ability, he joked that maybe 
he needs his own set.  Finally, her family 
was more comfortable and she was able to 
fully embrace her new ears.  

Theila began to notice that wearing 
hearing aids wasn’t all that rare. She no-
ticed that many people on campus and 
around town wore them. This only rein-
forced the feeling of normalcy returning 
to her life. But she wouldn’t have been 
able to get to this point without the CAMP 
staff.  Esther and Gilbert were the people 
who took Theila to her various appoint-
ments with the doctor. When she was feel-
ing “different” she was able to speak with 
Dr. G., CAMP psychologist. Theila ex-
plained that without the CAMP staff, she 
would be doing all of this alone.  

Her next challenge is spreading aware-
ness about people with hearing loss and 
hearing aids. She recently became aware 
of a family member going through a simi-
lar situation.  His parents don’t want to 
make him feel different, don’t want to 
traumatize him, just like her parents did 
when she was ten. This summer she plans 
to sit down with him and tell him her ex-
perience of asking and getting the help she 
needed to be successful. She hopes it will 
have as great an outcome for him as she’s 
had for herself. Theila is also considering 
creating a Facebook page highlighting her 
story.  The hope is to provide others with 
similar experiences to share their stories 
and provide an avenue to raise awareness 
of this issue.

 ▲  
Theila Galvan, CAMP ‘15, shows off her new 
“ears.”
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CAMPers in Academia
CAMP and St. Edward’s University open doors for their scholars that 
allow them to gain academic and personal experiences beyond the classroom. CAMPers 
proudly accept this challenge, proving that once they have stepped through the doors of higher 
education, they are unafraid to take their education beyond any limits. 

Into the Fields Internship

Austin Partners In Education 
2016 Mentor of the  Year

International High School
Alfonso Lucio, CAMP ’12, received the 2016 Austin Partners in Education (APIE) Mentor of the 
Year for the International High School campus.  The award is given to outstanding mentors vol-
unteering with Austin Independent School District high schools.  Each AISD high school selects 
one mentor to receive this award in recognition of their efforts and service to the students. Alfonso 
was nominated by Ms. Rocio Arredondo, LDSW, the social service specialist at International High 
School for his hard work and dedication.

An International Business major, Alfonso is looking forward to his senior year at St. Edward’s 
and plans to continue to participate in APIE’s programs.

Margarita Guerrero, CAMP ’13, will be joining other students from across the U.S. to participate 
in the Student Action with Farmworkers (SAF) Into the Fields Internship.  Each year SAF trains 
approximately 25 college students on farmworker issues and places them to work full-time with 
farmworkers in the Southeastern United States.

A Social Work major, Margarita will be working with the Henderson County Migrant Education  
Program in Henderson, North Carolina.  She will be working with migrant in-school and out-of-
school youth teaching them about graduation and college assistance, success, and helping them 
to develop their personal goals.  She will also be provide outreach to their parents. 

2016 Institute on Economics And 
International Affairs Recipient 

Schaddai Pina, CAMP ’12, was one of 75 students selected to attend the 2016 Institute on Eco-
nomics and International Affairs (IEIA) in Washington, D.C.  The 8-week summer internship com-
bines learning in the classroom with practical internship experience.  Focus is on current foreign 
policy issues, political trends and free market economics.  Sponsored by the Fund for American 
Studies, students attending the program intend to pursue careers in foreign affairs, economics or 
international development.  

Schaddai graduated May 2016 magna cum laude with her BA in Global Studies from St. Edward’s 
University.  She plans to attend graduate school to obtain her Master of Science in Foreign Service. 
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2nd Annual 
Homecoming Topper Tailgate 

continued from page 1

versity at South Bend before transferring to St. Edward’s University.  After studying for 
3 years at the Hilltop, Larry graduated and went to Trinity University in San Antonio.   
A year later, Larry moved to Mansfield, OH and completed a 12-month Administrative 
Residency program at Mansfield General Hospital.   After earning a Master degree, Larry 
worked for a company in St. Paul, MN that pioneered what we now know as electronic 
medical records that medical professionals can utilize when patients visit different medi-
cal facilities.   After 3 years of experience with electronic medical records, Larry accepted 
an Assistant Administrator position at Lawrence Hospital in Bronxville, NY (Westchester 
County).  He briefly returned to Indiana as an Assistant Administrator at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital but then quickly realized that his love for New York City 
was so strong that he returned to the Big Apple after 12 months.   In 
2009, Larry Meyers retired from a 32-year career as a Hospital Con-
sultant with Health Systems Management.  

For the past 23 years, Larry has been a Professed Secular Fran-
ciscan [OFS] attached to St Francis of Assisi parish in New York 
City. In addition to his ministry as a Secular Franciscan, Larry was 
associated with the Brothers of St. Francis Order as a consultant. He 
helped them write their bylaws.   Because of this close association 
Larry wore the Franciscans’ religious habit.  Despite Larry not tak-
ing religious vows, he was called “Brother Lawrence Meyers, BSF” 
(Brothers of Saint Francis). Larry continues to live in his beloved 
New York and enjoys traveling to Arizona, Florida and Texas during 
the cold winter months.  

 ▲  
Above:  Larry Mey-
ers watches fresh-
men CAMP students 
participate in a team 
building exercise. 
 
 
Enjoying the week-
end activities with 
St. Edward’s staff.

CAMP alumni, current CAMPers, staff, faculty, family and friends gathered to connect 
with each other and celebrate being back on the hilltop.  Topper Tailgate has become a 
favorite event of the university’s Homecoming and Family Weekend held each year in 
February.  CAMP Headquarters - sponsored by CAMP and the CAMP Alumni Associa-
tion - provided a meeting place for everyone to hang out and enjoy the day’s events.
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Marisol Serrano
CAMP ’07

BBA - Accounting 
BA - Computer Information 

Technology

Alejo Cabrera 
CAMP ’11

BA - Kinesiology

Juliana C. Flores 
CAMP ’02

BA - Criminal Justice

Jaqueline E. Diaz-Iglesias 
CAMP ’11

BA - Kinesiology

Fall 2015 Graduates
December 12, 2015

Honors Night
April 19, 2016

2016
Kappa Delta Pi

Esmeralda Perez, CAMP ’11

2016
Delta Mu Delta

Cynthia Cruz, CAMP ’12
2016

Kappa Gamma Pi
Schaddai Pina, CAMP ’12

2016
Psi Chi

Jaqueline Olvera, CAMP ’14
Mayra Ortega, CAMP ’14

School of Education 
The Kimbeall Family Annual Scholarship

Esmeralda Perez, CAMP ’11

The Bill Munday School of Business
The Francis (Babe) McNamara ’25 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Keila Martinez, CAMP ’14

School of Behavioral and
Social Sciences

Outstanding Criminal Justice Student
Yarelyn Perez, CAMP ’12

2016 New Scholars
McNair Scholars Program

Luana Chaires, CAMP ’13
Melissa Chavarria, CAMP ’13

Mayra Ortega, CAMP ’14

School of Natural Sciences
The Brother Thomas McCullough, CSC 

Memorial Scholarship 
Katherine Maria San Miguel CAMP ’14

2016
Saint Catherine Medal for

Leadership and Service
Esmeralda Perez, CAMP ’11

Summer Academic Excellence Awards

Maria Cantu, CAMP ’13   Luana Chaires, CAMP ’13
Melissa Chavarria, CAMP ’13  Janie Coronado, CAMP ’13
Margarita Guerrero, CAMP ’13  Ruben Hernandez, CAMP ’13
Mayra Levario, CAMP ’14   Jaqueline Olvera, CAMP ’14
Veronica Onzures, CAMP ’15  Margrit Zuniga, CAMP ’13
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Joel Mendoza-Rodriguez
CAMP ’11

BBA - Accounting

Yvonne Michel 
CAMP ’11

BBA - International Business 
Marketing

Samantha D. Ortiz 
CAMP ’11

BA - English Writing & Rhetoric
Concentration - Creative Writing

Spring 2016 Graduates
May 7, 2016

Pedro Fuentes, ’09
BA - Chemistry

Alejandra Lozano, ’11
BA - Criminal Justice 

Minor - Forensic Science

Juan A. Leal, ’11
BBA - Business Management

Gilbert L. Hernandez, ’11
BA - Kinesiology

Concentration - Athletic Training 
Emphasis

Kassandra V. Flores, ’12
BA - Criminology

Jazmine Hernandez, ’12
BBA - International Business

Mauricio Verdin, ’11
BA - Kinesiolgy
Minor - Spanish

Francisco J. Cantero, ’12
BS - Biology

Marisol Alviso 
CAMP ’12

BA -Psychology
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Korissa Felan, ’12
BA - Psychology

Efrain Torres, Jr., ’12
BS - Biology

Edith Valle, ’12
BA - Graphic Design

Cum Laude

Adriana Munoz, ’12
BBA- Accounting

Magna Cum Laude

Edgar Chacon, ’12
BA - Communication

Concentration - Media Arts, 
Broadcast Journalism

Rosalinda Ocañas, ’12
BBA -International Business 

Minor - History

Summer 2016 Graduates

Kristina Hernandez, ’12
BA - Kinesiology

Pre-Physical Therapy Emphasis

Yarelyn D. Perez, ’12

BA -Criminal Justice 
Minor - Criminology
Magna Cum Laude

Schaddai Pina ’12
BA - Global Studies
Magna Cum  Laude

August 20, 2016

Joel Rodriguez, ’12
BA - Special Education 

Concentration - All Level
Minor - Teacher Education
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